Press release

SAVE THE DATE
22 TO 24 JANUARY 2019
The Dunkirk Urban Community is hosting the
20th edition of the European Energy Transition Conference!
From 22 to 24 January, the 20th edition of the European Energy Transition Conference will be held in Dunkirk. As
every year, nearly 3500 participants - representatives of the public authorities, economic and academic worlds and
the civil society, are awaited to discuss and share their experience of energy transition in the regions around a
program made up of over a hundred events - plenary sessions, collaborative workshops and field visits. The local
players will demonstrate on this occasion that they are essential links in society’s energy and ecological
transformation, alongside their regional and national partners. They are linchpins, drivers of innovation and action,
in an unstable international political context. Registrations begin at the beginning of December!

THE EUROPEAN ENERGY TRANSITION CONFERENCE:
THE ANNUAL HIGH SPOT OF THE LOCAL PLAYERS COMMITTED TO ENERGY TRANSITION FOR 20 YEARS NOW
Launched in 1999 by the Dunkirk Urban Community, in partnership with ADEME, then co-organized by Bordeaux
Métropole and Greater Geneva, the European Energy Transition Conference will celebrate its 20th anniversary in
2019. As the leading European event after the COP(s)* dedicated to energy transition, the Energy Conference
occupies an important place in the international energy and ecological calendar. Over the 3 days, nearly 3500
participants – local elected representatives, local technicians, businesses, associations, researchers and citizens,
will meet up to discuss energy transition and bear witness to its benefits at the local level: whether for the
economy, employment, biodiversity, preservation of resources, health or the quality of life. The event, as a
concentrated mix of experience, skills and ideas, is also and above all a great opportunity for each participant to
make contact with other players in order to open up new horizons.
DUNKIRK ‘EUROPEAN ENERGY TRANSITION CONFERENCE’ 2019: AN ‘ANNIVERSARY’ EDITION
AND A MULTI-FORMAT PROGRAM PROMOTING ANALYSIS, INSPIRATION AND CO-CONSTRUCTION
As an ‘anniversary’ edition, the 20yh edition of the ‘European Energy Transition Conference’ will be the
opportunity to review 20 years of regional Climate-Air-Energy policy, draw the collective lessons of this and
above all look ahead 20 years on to imagine and co-construct a carbon-free future. Transport, town planning,
agriculture, economy, new technologies, management of information systems, new solidarities and
cooperation… During the 3 days, over a hundred appointments – plenary sessions, sharing and co-construction
workshops, theme site visits await the conference attendees « inside and outside the walls » of the Kursaal
Convention Centre of Dunkirk. Among the major topics announced: transformations of the local public service, of
the city and industry, new governances, resilience or again sobriety.
At the beginning of December, go to www.assises-energie.net to discover the complete program and register!

DID YOU KNOW ?
The ‘European Energy Transition Conference’ is also:
An « Energy transition jobs forum»
Fron 22 to 24 January 2019
At the Dunkirk Kursaal – Convention Centre
Energy transition causes new sectors and new jobs to
emerge. In France, the studies of energy transition
scenarios calculate a job creation potential of between
280,000 and 400,000 jobs by 2030**. Over the 3 days,
the « Energy Transition Jobs Forum » invites the general
public to find out about this vocational revolution –
whether they are secondary school pupils or students in
search of career guidance, people undergoing vocational
retraining, seeking to specialize or again job seekers. On
the program : conferences, demonstrations, workshops
and job datings, proposed in partnership with the
employment and training players of the Dunkirk area and
the energy firms and professionals.
An « OFF » program intended for the general public!
From 7 January to 15 February 2019
Covering the entire Dunkirk area
Local energy transition calls for the involvement and the
sensitization of the whole of society. So the Dunkirk Urban
Community will offer the inhabitants of its conurbation the
possibility of living in tune with the European Energy
Transition Conference thanks to its extensive « OFF »
program of events, at once educational and entertaining,
tailored to all publics: children, adults, enlightened
amateurs, those curious to learn about or specialists in the
subject of energy and ecological transition.

*The Conference of the Parties (COP) brings together, every year, the Countries signatory to the Convention on Biological Diversity (Rio Summit
- 1992). It is on this occasion that the agreements on the reduction of anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions are in particular ratified with
common or differentiated targets.
**Source CLER (Network for energy transition)
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