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IRU partners with UNECE on secure parking areas

High level Discussion Forum stresses the importance of secure parking areas and highlights the need for further initiatives and partnerships.
Geneva – The IRU today partnered with the UNECE Inland Transport Security Discussion Forum to effectively tackle the great demand for secure parking areas along the road transport network, as well as the necessity to adapt them to modern road transport logistics needs, such as easy location, capacity, safety, cargo security and availability of adequate rest facilities for drivers.
Organised to address the lack of such parking areas, the UNECE Inland Transport Security Discussion Forum on Secure Parking Areas included keynote speakers from Interpol, the European Secure Parking Organization and the UNECE Transport Division to name but a few, who all emphasised the need for strengthened initiatives and  public private partnerships to further promote and develop secure parking areas.
IRU General Delegate to the EU, Michael Nielsen, stated: “As road freight transport is the dominating freight transport mode across the globe with a 72.2% market share in the European Union for the total land-based transport of goods, it is imperative to ensure the security and safety of road transport operations for the industry to keep driving EU and the world’s economies. This lack of adequate parking facilities, combined with the serious organised road crime, has led us at the IRU to develop TRANSPark in 2009, in partnership with the International Transport Forum, to enable road professionals to locate secure parking areas and achieve tangible progress in increasing transport security.”
TRANSPark is an ITS platform that helps commercial road transport operators and drivers locate parking areas in over 40 countries free of charge, thus enabling them to comply with strict driving and rest time rules despite the acute shortage of truck parking areas.
 “The IRU is now cooperating closely with the European Commission to define the best way to ensure the permanent availability of updated content on parking areas within the EU. We are convinced that the best way to achieve this, in the EU and beyond, is to guarantee that Authorities responsible for parking areas systematically provide the location, security and comfort information of commercial vehicle parking areas to systems such as TRANSPark in a harmonised, systematic and regular manner, or at least ensure that relevant parking managers do so,” Michael Nielsen concluded.
* * * 
Introducing TRANSPark: watch the animation
Access TRANSPark: www.iru.org/transpark 
See Forum’s agenda and presentations
Download a high resolution picture of Michael Nielsen addressing the Forum
* * *
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