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COMRES POLL: 1IN 5 MEPS SAY EU ‘WOULD BE BETTER OFF’ WITHOUT THE UK
-  MORE THAN HALF SAY THEY WANT A UNITED STATES OF EUROPE

1in 5 MEPs (20%) think that the EU would be better off if the UK left according to the latest
ComRes Europoll™ survey. Although 48% of MEPs strongly disagree that the EU would be
better off, a significant minority are sanguine about the prospect of the UK leaving the EU.

The survey was conducted among a representative sample of 100 MEPs drawn from across
the Parliament, spanning all major political groups and Member States.

Mediterranean MEPs are the least likely to hold a positive view of continued UK membership
with almost 2 in 5 (38%) agreeing that the EU would be better off if the UK left. The largest
support for continued UK membership lies with MEPs from Northern regions, with 9 in 10
disagreeing that that the EU would be better off without the UK.

ALDE members are more likely to disagree that the UK leaving the EU would have a positive
impact than their EPP and PASD counterparts.

On attitudes towards the EU more generally, a majority of MEPs think that the EU should be
working towards becoming a unified state such as ‘The United States of Europe’ - a statistic
which will do little to allay the fears of Eurosceptics in the UK and elsewhere.

There are striking regional differences on this issue with Mediterranean and Northern
MEPs holding polarised opinions. Almost 9 in 10 Mediterranean MEPs agree that the EU
should be working towards becoming a unified state whilst almost 9 in 10 Northern MEPs
disagree that this should be the model that the EU should aim for.

A majority of MEPs across all three main parties think that the EU should be aiming to
become a unified state, with support particularly strong among MEPs on the political left.

FULL RESULTS

Q. Thinking about the EU in general, to what extent do you agree or disagree with
each of the following statements?

Agree Disagree Don’t know

The EU would be better
off if the United 20% 76% 3%
Kingdom left

The EU should be
working towards
becoming a unified state 53% 41% 6%
such as ‘The United
States of Europe’




ComRes surveyed 100 MEPs online and by post between 15th February and 5th April 2013.
Data were weighted to be representative of the European Parliament. ComRes is a member
of the British Polling Council and abides by its rules. Full tables will be posted at
WWw.comres.eu.com
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